Exploring Covenant of Grace Bible Church                                                                      Membership Class


Covenant of Grace Bible Church
Membership Class
Mailing Address:  

568 NM 344

Edgewood, NM  87015
ELDERS

Dick Booth—505.363.3507 

Dan Jungling—505.281.0088

Scott Butler—505.803.6803
TABLE OF CONTENTS

What is Church Membership?………………………………………………………………3
Why Join A Church Anyway?...................................................................4
Who Is Covenant of Grace Bible Church?............................................7
COG’s Mission Statement………………………………………………………………………9
COG’s Membership Covenant…………………………………………………..…………..10
COG’s Core Beliefs……………………………………………………………………………..….11
COG’s Membership Requirements……………………………………………………...13
How Do I Join COG?.................................................................................14
COG’s Membership Application……………………………………………………………15
WHAT IS CHURCH MEMBERSHIP?
1. Church membership is a recognized commitment to a community of fellow believers who are committed to, and accountable to, one another.
2. Church membership is a cooperative and protective relationship forged between believers who are willing to commit themselves to one another in a community or family relationship for the purpose of glorifying God.

3. Church membership is a voluntary relationship which can be broken, if necessary, for the following reasons:

· Major Theological Differences

· Major Philosophical Differences

· Relocating To Another Location

· Ministry Opportunities

· Church Discipline

4. Church membership provides you with the spiritual protection, resources, and support of a community and family of fellow believers who love you and are willing to let you love them.
5. Church membership is the recognition of a relationship God has already forged.
6. Church membership is a family relationship.

Why Join A Church?
First of all, let’s be clear that nowhere in the Bible are we told to join a church.  You can search far and wide but you’ll not find this teaching in spite of how popular the concept has become in churches today.

What you will find however is a relationship of mutual submission, cooperation, fellowship, commitment, and accountability between believers who live in close proximity to each other.  And interestingly enough, upon coming to Christ and being baptized, believers were not given the option of not entering into such a relationship with other believers who lived in close proximity to them.  Rather, we are told in Acts 2:41 that those who became believers and were baptized were automatically added to the number of the original church in Jerusalem.

So, rather than believers seeking to join the church, they were simply added to the church upon their confession of Christ and subsequent baptism.  

Read Acts 2:41.  What was necessary for a person to be added to a local church’s number?

The word added comes from the Greek word, (prostithemi), which means to set in place besides.

So, with this in mind, the way that Acts 2:41 reads using the literal meaning of prostithemi is as follows:

It is also important to note that prostithemi is being used as an aorist indicative passive verb in this sentence.  

· The Aorist Tense means that this was not a repeated action but rather was an event that occurred once.

· The Indicative Mood means that this event actually happened.

· The Passive Voice means that the new believers were acted upon by the church and not vice versa.  In other words, they did not seek to join the Jerusalem church but rather were set in their place in the church by the church.  The church took the initiative.

This verse also reveals something else, which is interesting.  The early church counted the people who they added to their number.  In fact, we see that they kept a rough running count in that Acts 4:4.  They would not have known that the church had grown to about 5000 had they not known how many they had and how many they added.  Thus, the idea that the early church was disorganized and failed to keep track of each other cannot be substantiated from Scripture.  In fact, just the opposite is true if you consider such passages as Acts 6:1-7 and 1 Timothy 5:9.

Let’s now consider what “place” these new believers were set in.
The word devoted in verse 42 will help us in understanding this.


It would appear from verse 42 that these new believers were set in a relationship with other believers in which they were committed to and accountable to each other as they committed themselves to the following priorities:
· Learning The Word of God

· Participating in The Partnership of Believers

· Breaking Bread With Each Other (Communion)

· Praying For And With Each Other

The by-products of this relationship between believers was multi-faceted.  Look at verses 43-47.

1. Everyone, together, was filled with something they would not have been filled with all by themselves.  (v. 43) 

2. Everyone was mutually concerned for everybody else.  (vv. 44-45)

3. Everyone was involved in and cooperated in worship, the fellowship, ministry, and evangelism on a consistent and continual basis.  (vv. 46-47)

So, believers who made up the original first church apparently did not seek membership in the church but rather the church sought them out as new partners in a community family relationship.
WHO IS COG?

· We are a Bible-believing, God fearing, Christ-centered, Holy Spirit empowered, reformed evangelical, visitor-friendly church that emphasizes the authority, sufficiency, and necessity of the Bible for all of life.
· We are a community of believers who accept the Bible in its entirety as the inspired, infallible, inerrant, and completely sufficient Word of God.  Therefore, we place a very high premium on the clear, systematic, and accurate verse-by-verse exposition of the Scriptures as well as the power of a life given to applying these Scriptures. 

· We are a community of believers that desires to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with others so that they too may find their complete satisfaction in Christ and experience His eternal and abundant life and then be added to our family as those who will be nurtured in their new faith in Christ.

· We are a community of believers who believe God is sovereign, not only in and over the salvation of the lost but also in and over church growth.  We believe God is the One who adds to the church those who are being saved (Acts 2:42).  Therefore, we do not adhere to the Seeker-driven, church growth philosophy of ministry so prevalent in evangelical churches today.  We believe the purpose of the weekly worship service is for the corporate worship of God and the edification of believers.  While we are always glad to have unbelievers in our services, we will not “water down” or “dumb down” the content of our worship or our teaching to accommodate unbelievers.  
· We are a community of believers who are committed to aggressively pursuing missions in the East Mountains, New Mexico, and throughout the world so that God’s Name will be made known and revered among the nations.  

· We, while very similar to many other protestant evangelical nondenominational churches, are also distinct from many in the sense that we are Calvinistic or Reformed in our understanding of the doctrine of salvation and in particular in our understanding of God’s complete sovereignty in and over the salvation of man.  By this, we mean that God, not man is the active agent in salvation.  Furthermore, we mean that apart from God’s gracious choice in eternity past and His Spirit’s work of regeneration in giving a heart to desire God, no one would ever, of his own accord, come to Christ for salvation.  We also profess our agreement with the great Reformation doctrines summarized by the well known sola’s (Latin for “only” or “alone”): Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone); Sola Fide (Faith Alone); Sola Gratia (Grace Alone); Solus Christus (Christ Alone); and Soli Deo Gloria (For God’s Glory Alone).
· We are a community of believers who are willing to risk our comforts, convenience, resources, and riches for the glory of Christ.  We desire to see Him magnified regardless of the cost to us individually or corporately.   Thus, we are committed to doing whatever is necessary to live out our faith authentically and passionately for the glory of Christ and proclamation of His Name.
COG’s MISSION STATEMENT


Our Purpose Is To Accomplish Our Mission.

Covenant of Grace Bible Church will achieve her mission by devoting ourselves to the following scriptural priorities taken from Acts 2:42-47.

1. The consistent and complete teaching of God’s Word.

2. Participation in the life and lives of our church.

3. Christ-centered and exalting worship.

4. Corporate & Individual prayer.

5. Sacrificial & relevant ministry.

6. Evangelism at home and abroad.
COG’s MEMBERSHIP COVENANT

I, the undersigned, as led by the Spirit of God, commit myself to Covenant of Grace Bible Church for the purpose of glorifying God as a member of this community of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  I wholeheartedly join this church in pursuing God as my greatest treasure and pleasure in life and forevermore as I strive to find my complete joy, happiness, satisfaction, and enjoyment in Him.

I devote myself to a lifestyle of learning, applying, and sharing God’s Word; prayer; worship; fellowship; sacrificial and relevant ministry; evangelism; and the nurturing of other believers through discipleship as I am equipped to do so by this church.

I, furthermore, devote myself to the advancement of Covenant of Grace Bible Church and her ministries for the glory of God, both locally and abroad, through the commitment of my time, energy, gifts, and financial and material resources as God directs and provides.

I purpose in my heart to discipline myself for the purpose of godliness and the pursuit of holiness in every area of my life with the realization that this can only be accomplished through the power and work of the Spirit of God in my life as I submit myself to the Word of God.

I freely unite myself to the membership and leadership of this church for the purpose of establishing a relationship, characterized by grace, of mutual commitment, cooperation, submission, responsibility, accountability, service, and protection to and with one another.

I also understand that Covenant of Grace Bible Church practices restorative church discipline for the purpose of lovingly and graciously restoring erring church members who have involved themselves in known and unrepentant sin, that is biblically rather than personally and culturally defined.  I agree to submit myself to this process if ever I am found to be in need of this loving restorative discipline due to known and unrepentant sin in my life.

And, if at any time I find myself in disharmony with the core beliefs, teaching, philosophy of ministry, leadership, and policies of this church, I promise to seek reconciliation by contacting those in leadership to discuss my differences.  If reconciliation, agreement, or a biblically based compromise is not possible, I promise to leave this fellowship in love without causing harm or division among her members.
COG’s Core Beliefs
· We believe the Bible is God’s written revelation to man.  It is verbally inspired in every word, and absolutely inerrant in the original documents.  We affirm the infallibility, sufficiency, and complete authority of the Scriptures.

· We believe that there is but One living and true God, an infinite, all-knowing Spirit, perfect in all His attributes, one in essence, eternally existing in three Persons—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit who are co-equal, co-eternal, and each equally deserving of worship and obedience.

· We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ who is God the Son, His virgin birth, His sinless life, His miracles, His vicarious and atoning death, His bodily resurrection, His ascension to the right hand of the Father, and His, yet future, personal, visible return to earth in power and glory.

· We believe that the Holy Spirit, as a co-equal and co-eternal member of the Trinity, is the supernatural and sovereign agent in salvation as well as the member of the Godhead who baptizes all believers into the Body of Christ upon the moment of salvation.  The Holy Spirit, in addition to convicting the world of evil also restrains evil as well as indwells, sanctifies, instructs, seals, and empowers (fills) believers.

· We believe that man is the direct and instantaneous creation of God.  We also believe that man was created in God’s image and likeness for the ultimate purpose of glorifying God and enjoying Him and His fellowship forever, but that through willful sin man subjected himself, his descendants, and creation to sin and the authority of Satan.  We believe that this fallen condition, referred to as radical and total depravity, which has been transmitted to every single person, causes all people to be spiritually dead in their trespasses and sins and therefore unable to merit, earn, or contribute anything to their salvation.

· We believe that salvation is a gracious and unmerited work of God, which is free to anyone who comes to Him through the person and saving work of the Lord Jesus Christ alone.  Thus, salvation is wholly of God by grace alone through faith alone.  We believe that the salvation of any person is instantaneously and permanently accomplished by the power of the Holy Spirit when that person responds in repentance and faith to the Gospel.  No one can be saved apart from the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  We believe salvation is eternally secured to and for all true believers, and that this assurance is theirs from the very moment of salvation.  All true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ will persevere until the Day of Christ Jesus and not be lost.  We also believe that those who have genuinely responded to the gospel for salvation will bear fruit that gives evidence to that profession of faith.

· We believe that the true church, which is the Body of Christ, is composed of all true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  We believe this universal invisible church is manifested visibly through local assemblies or churches made up of true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.

· We believe that it is incumbent upon every believer to live worthy of his calling as a child of God by walking in the Spirit, putting to death the sinful deeds of the flesh and pursuing holiness in every area of life.  We also believe that Christian character and spiritual fruit is produced in the life of the believer through the power and work of the Holy Spirit as the believer submits himself to the Word of God.

· We believe in the bodily resurrection of both the saved and the unsaved.  We believe that at death every believer passes into the presence of Christ and there awaits the resurrection of his glorified body, after which he will stand before Christ at the Bema Seat (Judgment Seat of Christ) to be judged for his works as a believer.  The believer will either receive or lose rewards at this judgment. The believer’s salvation is never in question or jeopardy at the Bema Seat Judgment.  We believe that the unbeliever, upon death, will remain under condemnation and punishment until the resurrection of the body, whereupon he will stand before Christ at the Great White Throne Judgment and ultimately be consigned into the Lake of Fire forever.

COG’s MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS

1. You must be a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ who is at least 12 years of age.

2. You must have been baptized by immersion since becoming a Christian or be willing to be baptized by immersion at an opportune time.

3. You must be in agreement with our Statement of Core Beliefs.

4. You must be in total agreement with and be willing to abide by our Membership Covenant.

5. You must attend a short membership class or make arrangements to meet with an elder to go over the class materials.

6. You must fill out a membership application and turn it in to Pastor Mark.  Upon reviewing your application, he will set up a time to meet with the elders regarding your desire to join COGBC.

7. You must meet with one or more of the Elders to give your testimony of salvation, baptism, and spiritual growth.

HOW DO I JOIN COG?

If you believe it is God’s will for you to commit yourself to our church family and it is your desire to worship, serve, pray, fellowship, laugh, cry, and sweat alongside of us…
Then we simply ask you to fill out the Membership Application on the next two pages and either give it to the person leading this class or to an elder at a later date.  

Once we have your completed Membership Application the elders will review your information and make an appointment to meet with you in order to hear your testimony of faith in Christ.  

Following this meeting, the elders will present you to our church family as new family members.

If you have questions please feel free to contact any of the elders.  Their phone numbers are listed on page 1.

COVENANT OF GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

1. Name(s) of all who wish to become members (please include birth dates):

*Members must be at least 12 years old.

· ___________________________          __________        

· ___________________________          __________    

· ___________________________          __________

· ___________________________          __________

· ___________________________          __________

· ___________________________          __________

· ___________________________          __________

· ___________________________          __________

· ___________________________          __________

· ___________________________          __________

2. Have all of the above repented of their sins and placed saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ?  Please have each person listed above write a brief testimony of their salvation on a separate sheet of paper.

3. Have all of those listed in question #1 been baptized by immersion after coming to Christ for salvation?  If not, who and are they willing to be baptized by immersion as soon as possible?

4. Are all those desiring membership in agreement with Covenant of Grace Bible Church’s Core Belief Statement?  (pages 11-12)
5. Are all those desiring membership willing to abide by Covenant of Grace Bible Church’s Membership Covenant?   (page 10)
6. Names and birth dates of those children who are not becoming church members at this time (remember children must have reached their 12th birth date to  become a church member)

· ___________________________          __________

· ___________________________          __________

· ___________________________          __________

· ___________________________          __________

· ___________________________          __________

7. Address:

8. Phone Numbers:

9. E-Mail Address:

10.   Are all of you who desire membership in Covenant of Grace Bible Church willing to meet with one or more of the elders in order to share your testimony of salvation and baptism?
Notes
Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were set in place besides their number that day.





The English word devotion comes from the Greek word,  (proskartereo).  It means “to tarry or to remain with someone; to cleave faithfully to another; to insist on staying close to another.  And literally, this is how the verse reads:





And  they were cleaving faithfully to each other and remaining with each other in the teaching of the apostles and in the partnership,in the 


breaking of the bread and in the prayers.














Covenant of Grace Bible Church exists to reveal and reflect God’s glory as a church that is passionately pursuing and proclaiming His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, here and to the ends of the earth, as the greatest pleasure and treasure in this life and the life to come.
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